Opening Performance – Monday 4 & Tuesday 5 July, 8pm @ mac - 
Translunar Paradise 
by Theatre Ad Infinitum, UK
A play inspired by W B Yeats’ ‘The Tower’ 

Theatre Ad Infinitum is a Lecoq-trained international ensemble based in London that develops new and original theatre for a multi-cultural audience.
“Brilliant, amazing, amusing, engaging. Fantastic physicality, very good quality. Poetry, narrative and physicality were really well combined. Thanks for such a great performance you made me cry.” - Audience feedback, BE 2010

“Sublime! I cried like a baby. Quite, quite exquisitely beautiful!” - Audience feedback, BE 2010

“Theatre Ad Infinitum have moved to the front of the pack” – The Guardian

Tickets: £10 / £7
Main Programme – Wed 6 July to Sat 9 July @ AE Harris

Performances start each night at 7pm, running until approximately 10pm
The core programme on 6 to 9 July will see four 30 minute shows staged each night, along with a full sit-down interval meal courtesy of caterers Blanch & Shock. Installations by local visual artists have been commissioned for display at the venue during the festival, and live music will be on offer in the bar before and after the performances.  Daily workshops, talks and the Feedback Café will run during the daytime.

Tickets: £10 (Four day pass £35)

Wednesday 6 July @ AE Harris 
Pre-show

4pm. Talk by Anne Bean – on her piece PAVES and other examples of her work that connect with BE FESTIVAL’s ethos.

5.15pm Do you remember Sarajevo? Film screening with an introduction by director Nihad Kreševljaković. 

M3 (Cubic Meter)

by MR KUBIK PRODUCTIONS, Spain

Imagine how much space there is inside a cupboard, inside a washing machine... well, he lives there! The cubic man has found an apartment, but as he opens the door he notices the size of his new home: a room hardly bigger than a cubic meter. Accepting this as all too common nowadays, he readies himself to face the simplest of daily activities, with overflowing imagination. Unexpected domestic events, mere anecdotes for us, will become challenges of epic dimensions for the cubic man. A No-Space Odyssey that combines live acting with audiovisual projections. Its retro style is based on elements from surrealism and theatre of the absurd.

MR KUBIK PRODUCTIONS was born in 2004 at the hand of Fernando Sánchez Cabezudo, Jorge Sánchez Cabezudo, Alberto Sánchez Cabezudo and Miguel Ángel Rodríguez De Cía.

‘In The Process of…’

by Zoi Dimitriou, Greece / UK

A man and a woman negotiate a series of endings, rather than a single unfolding narrative leading to one inevitable finale. Manipulating movement parameters and playing with the myth of ‘the quest’ underlying the basic archetypical themes, a play of two emerges as a series of intermezzos to a story never told.

Zoi Dimitriou founded her London and Athens-based company in 2006. Its main focus is the exploration of contemporary artistic expression with dance being the principal medium. The company has toured to internationally-renowned venues and festivals and has won several major UK choreography awards, including the Robin Howard Foundation Award 2008, the Bonnie Bird Choreography Fund Award 2009 and the 2010 CfC Award.
The ballet of Sam Hogue

by Thomas Steyaert, Belgium / Portugal

The Ballet of Sam Hogue and Augustus Benjamin is an artistic process developing a real-time, non-representational kinetic movement system. Throughout their process Sam and Augustus have performed their ballet on a daily basis in streets, parks, museums, official buildings, beaches, backyards, and occasionally in theatres. The result is that of a ritual ‘mystic ballet’.

Thomas Steyaert and Raul Maia met for the first time in 2006 when taking part in the revival of Wim Vandekeybus’ Les porteuses de mauvaises nouvelles. Since then, they have taught and created dance works together including Of Raving Gods and the Dogs who made them with the Australian dancer Gabrielle Nankivell and Mist. Mist was the result of a cultural exchange program between Belgium and the Democratic Republic of Congo and Rwanda, in co-operation with the KVS (Royal Flemish Theater).

The Furies

A dirty girl band

by Kindle Theatre, UK

Birmingham-based Kindle combine the format of a rock gig with a classic tale of revenge and murder to create a red-hot performance about female fury. Plucking from the classical poetry of The Oresteia by Aeschylus and smashing it together with home-made rock, jazz and soul songs, the ‘theatre band’ create a brash and playful retelling of the epic Greek tale of Agamemnon and Clytaemnestra. Told through the eyes of Clytaemnestra’s band of furies; hot,

sexy, with a glint in their eye, this is the original tale of rage, revenge and envy.

Thursday 7 July @ AE Harris
Pre-show
5:15pm Chaired discussion with Nihad Kreševljaković, Natasha Davis, Anne Bean & Jonathan Watkins.

Sunday Morning

by Hagit Yakira Company, UK

Inspired by the different origins of her peers, Hagit takes Sunday morning to be the place of memories of childhood, of family, of home, and of fear of loss. Through evoking these memories (and feelings) she wishes to explore the emergence of individual identity, and at the same time the persistant longing to belong.

“…a vigorous, piquant intimacy to a Sunday morning where four estimable performers disagree about distant memories of childhood, playing snippets of piano as they go. The particularity of each character was emphatically achieved and Yakira imbued the movement sequences with

a distinctive flow.” Graham Watts.

Hagit Yakira is a choreographer, performer and dance tutor based in London. Her aim is to develop a personal approach, based on close collaboration with various artists working within different art forms.

Dis-moi la vérité (Tell me the truth)

by Autour du Mime, France

This piece portrays a couple’s dysfunctional relationship, marred by a lack of communication, without words or tender gestures. Both stand their ground and feel themselves in the right. Who is the victim and who is the executioner? Dense and almost palpable, this feeling sweeps in and is tangible in the slightest movement of each character. 
Autour Du Mime Company was created in 1997 by Sara Mangano and Pierre-Yves Massip to explore the art of mime and its extended forms of expression. They met at the Marcel Marceau School in 1994, from which they graduated with honours in 1997. They performed in the M. Marceau Company for eight years and assisted the Master on his solo tours and workshops.

Perle

by Thomas Eccleshare, UK

Perle is a collaboration between theatre maker Thomas Eccleshare (Dancing Brick) and world-famous illustrator Serge Seidlitz. It is their attempt to create a live comic strip based on one of the oldest poems in the English language, Pearl. With just one performer and his television, Perle is the story of a young father coming to terms with the loss of his child. It explores how the poetry, silence and humour of the comic book can be transferred to the stage.

Thomas Eccleshare trained at the Jacques Lecoq school in Paris and is the co-founder of Dancing Brick, with whom he has been nominated for two Total Theatre Awards and won the Arches Brick Award and the Guardian’s Best of the Fringe. He is the winner of the 2011 Verity Bargate Award for an emerging playwright.

As the flames rose we

danced to the sirens,

the sirens

by Sleepwalk Collective, Spain

Lara is starting to fear the worst. She’s looking for a roomful of strangers whose arms she can fall into. And whilst she knows that she cannot necessarily be trusted, and may not be entirely deserving of help, tonight she would like to put herself in your hands. As the flames rose we danced to the sirens, the sirens is a show about peril and surrender, about sitting tight and waiting to be rescued. Troublingly intimate and by turns comic and tragic, it’s a cry for help. It’s about me and you and the strange and sometimes frightening connection that is growing between us.

Sleepwalk Collective is an award-winning experimental theatre group creating intimate performance experiences between the UK and Spain. Formed in London in 2006, they

are currently based in Vitoria-Gasteiz in the Spanish Basque Country.

Friday 8 July @ AE Harris 

Special Guest Performance:
The Un-knitted Lives of Young Girls

by Anne Bean & Poshya Kakl

‘For several years I have been working with the young Iraqi artist Poshya Kakl, making several public actions together, both in Iraq and through Skype. She has just made a film Knitting Iron with women inside a jail in Iraq, imprisoned for refusing arranged marriages. These women feel safer inside prison than out. Poshya wrote: “We make pieces of Art and of cultural beauty out of the prison wire fencing with the un-knitted lives of young girls, victims of social and cultural rules. These very rules that can at any moment un-knit other lives outside the prison.” I will I interact with the film that she made of this action, along with many participants. The film is screened for the first time outside of Iraq at BE FESTIVAL.’ (Anne Bean, 2011)

André & Dorine

by Kulunka Theatre Company, Spain

In a small room, whose walls reflect past times, sound the keys of a typewriter and the notes of a cello. They are André and Dorine: an elderly couple who have fallen into neglect caused by routine. But an event is to break the monotony: disease. Alzheimer’s is our great antagonist: devourer of memories, moments, and identity itself. They need to remember who they were, so as not to forget who they are.

Kulunka Theatre Company was created in the Basque Country, Spain, in 2009 by Garbine Insausti and Jose Dault. In aiming to create a show without boundaries, our desire is to find a language that transcends the word; a language that thrills and entertains; theatre that is contemporary, committed and connected to reality.
Bad People in Guantanamo

by Academia Teatrale Di Roma, Italy

After September 11, photos showing the violent and abusive treatment of prisoners held on terrorist charges started to spread. This play was inspired by the true story of a group of friends who left Birmingham for the marriage of one of them to a girl from the Punjab. During the journey they were captured and taken to Guantanamo. They were innocent. We can only wonder: WHY? The play is dedicated to all victims of war torture.

Academia Teatrale Di Roma Sofia Amendolea grew out of the ROMATEATROFESTIVAL (International Festival of Student Drama). Awards and supporters include: a Silver Medal from the President of the Italian Republic; a Bronze Medal from the Senato della Repubblica Italiana (Senate); and support from U.N.E.S.C.O. the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization.

THINK FISH part I

by cieLaroque/helene weinzierl, Austria

The dancers show how different interpretations of a single topic, approached from opposing attitudes and perspectives, may lead to a completely absurd form of (mis)communication. The absurdity reaches a peak when the structures of power collapse and dissolve due to misunderstanding. Austrian choreographer Helene Weinzierl founded

cieLaroque/helene weinzierl in 1995, after dancing for more than ten years. The company has won several prizes and is one of the most prolific touring ensembles on the Austrian dance scene. Some of her productions feature a connection between dance and theatre; others are dedicated exclusively to a clear and intensive language of movement. In recent years, the work of the company has been characterized by interdisciplinary pieces and the implementation of video. Most of the productions focus on socio-politically relevant topics.

Saturday 8 July @ AE Harris 
The Focus

by Kotorogo Theatre, Russia

This story is like a game of hide and seek for the blind or like the movements of a black cat in a dark room. To guess beforehand how you will find your way through is impossible. Our intention can be expressed as follows: you do not have to wash your hands before eating if you are not hungry, we will do it for you. Most importantly do not confuse yourself with someone else. All details about the place of birth, biographies and way of life of this group are kept secret – they are purportedly residents of the world where names are forbidden. They are possibly a part of a secret community of amorphous nationality with unusual, almost abnormal, pasts.

Suspended

by Natasha Davis, Croatia / UK

Suspended in the space between two worlds, can one of them ever become home? How do memories preserve identity? Does dust ever settle on the past? Does grass grow over it? Natasha Davis’ third solo show completes her trilogy on body, memory, identity and migration. Her poetic journey investigates marginal spaces and evokes migratory bodies burdened with past memories, present fears and future anxieties. Born in Croatia and based in London, Natasha Davis is a performance artist who creates poetic and challenging interdisciplinary material. Her work is coloured and defined by migration and displacement experiences. She has

presented work in the UK and internationally as a solo artist and has devised and collaborated with Pacitti Company, Marisa Carnesky, Sheila Ghelani and others as a performer, writer and dramaturg.

El Desierto

by Move to Stand theatre company, UK

The piece follows the parallel stories of three people, foreign to the UK, who have decided to make London their home. The first is of Marcel and Bianca, who have been trying to start a family for several months and whose lack of success is taking its toll. This is intertwined with the story of Mariana, a young Argentinean art student who has just arrived in London and sees the city through fresh eyes. 

El Desierto has been devised by George Siena, Cecilia Nuoro, Martin Bonger and Mariana Whitehouse; all of whom trained in physical theatre at LISPA (London International School of Performing Arts.) We are interested in creating theatre that uses the space in a dynamic way, that engages with the audience, and that takes on the challenge of combining different theatrical languages.

Le Pli

by Cie mala hierba (?), Belgium

“The depth is a Fold of the surface” (Gilles Deleuze) 
Two women, at the limits of reality and unconsciousness, between the silence and the darkness of their beings, play with unbalance, stillness and drift. A game of sharing, dominating, enslavement, controlling… in a constant search for balance where time plays to differing rhythms and where space gets folded, revealing the chasm. A travel from the depths to the surface.

Founded in Brussels in 2005, mala hierba (?) have toured in France, Spain, England and Greece. Le Pli has been performed in Spain in April 2011 at the festival Isto Ferve in Teatro

Ensalle (Vigo) and is supported by the Belgian Minister / Service de la Danse. Last year mala hierba (?) received two awards at BE FESTIVAL for the piece ...Un gouffre sous l’épaule.

Little BE Sunday 10 July @ mac, 11am & 2:30pm
Little BE is a day of theatre, workshops and events for all the family. The two featured performances were part of the main programme in 2010, and were a hit with people of all

ages. Recreating the feel of the main festival, there will be puppetry and rhythm workshops for young audience members, food in the courtyard, and surprise events throughout the building. Come watch, explore, join-in, laugh and dance. 
BE moved, BE surprised, BE involved at Little BE.
Tickets: £10 / £7 (Family pass £30)
Contratiempos (Against the Clock)

by Companía Nenacaracol

She dreams of becoming a fashion model and hesitantly turns up at the office of an agency. No one is in, but as she sits and waits the rhythm of the noises in the office start to take control of her, dancing her round the room like a hapless puppet as she struggles to maintain her hair and make-up in tip-top condition. A joyfully anarchic blend of classical flamenco and clowning, this hilarious show will have the whole family dancing and laughing their way out of the theatre.

Ros. Melógamo Mínimo (Ros the Miniature Music Lover Takes a Trip)

by Angélico Musgo

A ball slides up a white gloved hand and magically transforms into Ros, a character trying to find his place in the world. In a tender yet comic journey he discovers that the smallest details

are what matter most, and that even when you feel most alone you can still find the strength inside to help you fly. A 2010 audience favourite across all ages, this enchanting show, with moments of melancholy, magic and humour was awarded a Special Mention by the festival jury.
BEMIX Friday 15 July @ mac, 8pm
An evening of new work and improvisation from BE FESTIVAL performers.
Tickets: £5

ENDS

Media contact: 


Emily Malcolm, 07967 359 749, press@befestival.org   

BE FESTIVAL

Monday 4 to Sunday 10 July, 

Venues: AE Harris factory, 110 Northwood Street, Birmingham B3 1SZ and mac (Midlands Arts Centre), Cannon Hill Park, Birmingham, B12 9QH

Info: www.befestival.org 

Tickets: available from www.macarts.co.uk or 0121 446 3232
