
Participants Wanted - Art Activism Workshop at BE FESTIVAL 2016

BE FESTIVAL, Birmingham’s festival of international performance, returns this summer. BE FESTIVAL 2016 
takes place 21-25 June at Birmingham Repertory Theatre, with a packed programme of theatre, dance, circus, 
visual arts, live music, workshops, discussions and food.

BE FESTIVAL has at its heart the desire to cross borders and exchange ideas – to tear down barriers. The 
Visual Arts programme for 2015/16 explores ideas around democracy and participation in politics.

People fleeing war, abuse and persecution at home come to the UK as a safe haven. Often when asylum seek-
ers arrive in this country they are met with disbelief, open hostility and an increasingly arbitrary and inflex-
ible asylum process. Public opinion in the UK, fuelled by a hostile media, has turned against asylum seekers, 
attitudes have hardened and the facts often get lost in a sea of sensationalism. Many asylum seekers in the UK 
end up in poverty, without a voice.

Scottish artist and activist Adam Scarborough, who presented Democracy Machine at BE 2015, returns this 
year to present a workshop in Creative Activism where a group of creative practitioners will join forces with 
political activists to create an artistic public protest action.

Over the course of a 4-day workshop participants will be introduced to the basics of mobilising artistic affect 
to bring about political effect culminating in the production and presentation of a real creative action some-
where in the city.

The workshop draws upon Adam’s experience of working with grass-roots activists and artists around the 
world; from Sex Worker Rights activists in Cape Town, to Transgender Rights activists in Berlin and LGBTQ 
activists in Skopje, Macedonia. 

We are looking for asylum seeker and refugee activists and people who are asylum seekers themselves to take 
part in this workshop. All participants must be available for the duration of the workshop programme (22-
25 June 2016, 10.30am - 1.30pm). If you would like to take part in this unique workshop please email oli@
befestival.org.


